
    

Texas North Star Sams 
                          Area 17 – 2008 

September Newsletter 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

From the Editor: 
September ALREADY !  How did THAT happen?  For most of us, 
September always meant a time of endings and beginnings.  It was an end 
to the lazy days of summer and the beginning of school when we would see 
old friends and make new ones.  The Foiteks and the Baileys are still out, 
the Helwicks have  returned, and the Duerrs are dealing with health issues.  
At least one of our teachers always asked us to write an essay, so here we 
go with “What We Did This Summer!” 
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2008 Officers: 

Elected Appointed 
President:          Del Duerr                Newsletter Editor:  Sherry Moran 
Vice-President:  Steve Young Special Projects:    Pat Foitek 
Secretary:         Mary Sue Wells        Sunshine:              Sally Ford 
Treasurer:         Laura LaTurner Chaplain:               Tammi Patterson   
WagonMaster:   Darryl Patterson       Web Master:          Tim Moran 

Roster Master:       Jim Moller 

rom the Secretary: 
 

 
Mary Sue 

Wells 

Texas North Star Sam’s 
Minutes – August 23, 2008 

Cedar Mills Marina & RV Resort, Gordonville, TX 
 

President Del Duerr called the meeting to order at 10:47 a.m.  Sherry Young 
gave the invocation, followed by the group recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Attendance:  Duerrs, Fords, Jones/Wells, Lutricks, Moellers, Morans, Reids, 
Youngs 

sitors:  None 
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Treasurer’s Report:    
• The Treasurer’s Report was given by Mary Sue Wells.  Report was approved.   
 
Old Business: 
• Del asked that the group review the donations that are left for the year.  These are 

Dogs for the Deaf $200, Children’s Advocacy $100, and Adopt a Family, which Darrell 
is working on, and children’s gifts for the Advocacy Center to be brought to the 
group’s Christmas party.    The group discussed changing the $200 donation to $100 
due to the amount in the treasury. Steve Young so moved, Jerry Jones seconded, motion 
carried.    

• Sherry Young brought the caps the group had ordered and distributed these.  She also brought 
sample of the jackets we can order and passed around a list for ordering these, with two 
choices of lining and prices for each which are $36 and $48.40 respectively.  Decal can be on 
front left shoulder or the larger decal on the back which is an additional $5.  Del has these if 
anyone wants to purchase them.  Sherry will place the order next week. 

 
New Business:   
• The Mini Rally will be Sept. 18-20 in Canton. It will be hosted by Area 13, parking will be at the 

Civic Center.  Del asked if any members were planning to attend, none of the ones present are 
planning to go.  She noted the group can do a fund raiser if anyone is going.  

• Del reported that according to our SOP’s, October is election month for officers.    She has 
appointed a nominating committee composed of Jackie Reid, Sally and Herb Ford, and Adrienne 
and Patrick Donnell.  The committee will check with current officers to see if any wish to run 
again.  Del reminded the group that nominations can be made from the floor with prior 
permission of the person(s) being nominated.  The group agreed to postpone voting until the 
November meeting since we will not have a formal meeting in Branson in October.  Officers will 
be installed at the Christmas party, and take office in January 2009.   

• Del gave a new contact for ordering badges:  badgesrus@aol.com, the contact persons are 
Susan Cox and Dorothy Ladd, phone number 877-231-1682.    

 
Secretary’s Report: 
• Mary Sue Wells reported that she had received one correction to the distributed minutes.  This 

was made and the minutes were sent to Barbara Delgado.   
 
Wagonmaster’s Report: 
• In Darrell Patterson’s absence, Del reviewed the next campout which will be in Branson in 

October.  She reminded everyone going on the train ride to get their money ($101) to Debbie 
Safholm.   

 
Special Projects Report: 
• Del asked if the group wanted to do more blankets.  At least 3 couples still have blankets to 

turn in, none other planned at this time.  She noted that a picture of the group has been hung 
in the Arlington Cancer Center with the blanket done by the Bailey’s daughter.  Mary Sue 
reported that a friend of hers had received one of the blankets at the Cancer Center. 

• Sally Ford showed the group the box of books which has been collected.  She suggested these 
be taken to the Trinity Medical Center, which has a whole floor for children.  Jim Reid so moved, 
Steve Young seconded, motion passed.  The group discussed putting a label in each book 
noting it is donated by our group, and Sally will do this.  Sherry Moran volunteered to help if 
needed. Sally will let the group know when the books will be delivered in case others would like 
to go with her.  

  
Sunshine Report: 
• Sally Ford announced upcoming birthdays:  Pat Foitek Aug. 28, Marena Bailey Aug. 30, Del 

Duerr Sept. 11, Jackie Reid Sept. 12, Jim Moeller Sept. 20, Johnny Lutrick Sept 21, Lew Foitek 
9/29 

• She also announced upcoming anniversaries:  Moellers Sept. 20 
 
Meet & Eat:  
• The group decided to have a M&E in September at Babes in Old Downtown Carrollton right off 

of Int. 35.   It will be Sept. 3 at 6:30.   
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Webmaster Report: 
• Tim reported the Website is running smoothly.  There is a link to it in the Newsletter each 

month.   
 
Newsletter Report: 
• Sherry Moran asked that everyone send “What we did this summer” to her and she will include 

in future newsletters.  Asked for a few pictures with articles if possible.   
 
Announcements: 
• The group thanked the Fords and Lutricks for hosting this month.  Everyone loved the omelet 

idea. 
• Patty reminded the ladies that we will make wine bottle lamps at 1:00 in the clubhouse, Dinner 

will be at 6:00 in the Pelican’s Landing Restaurant at the Marina.   
 
• Sherry Moran moved for adjournment, Jim Reid seconded.  Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 

at 11:26 a.m. 
 
Submitted by Mary Sue Wells, Secretary 
 

 
Past Events: 
 

            

Here are a few pictures from the August 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                       

campout at Cedar Mills at Lake Texoma 
 
The restaurant at Cedar Mills has been totally 
re-built after last year’s flood and is open and 
airy.  We enjoyed Friday night’s dinner there 
 
Herb showed us how to make omelets camping-
style on Saturday morning. 
 
After the meeting, the Ladies had a workshop 
making wine-bottle lamps.  Lots of creativity! 
 
After dinner, we played several games.  We had
a great time identifying members by their 
childhood pictures.  Some were easy, but some 
took us by surprise!  Who knew Greg was so 
cute as a young man! 
   



   
 
 
FYI: 
 
Do you like to know what people are doing?  Do you like to ask questions?  Would you like to  
take over editing and publishing the newsletter next year?   
 
I’ve really enjoyed doing this, but after four years, I’m finding that I’d like to just read the 
newsletter, rather than write it.  If you’re interested, please let Del or me know.  This is an 
appointed position, not an elected one, so you CAN volunteer! 
 
Thanks…  Sherry Moran, Newsletter Editor 

 
From the Wagonmaster: 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October Campout 
 
Oct. 15 – 19  America’s Best Campground - Branson, Mo. 
 
As always, See www.northstarsams.org  “Upcoming Events” for 
more details and a map 
 

November Campout 
 
November 20 - 22 – Whispering Pines - Tyler, TX 
 
Co-Hosts = Morans & LaTurners 
 
 

 
Darrell 

Patterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Theme =    Thanksgiving (what Else ?) 
 
As always, See www.northstarsams.org  “Upcoming Events” for 
more details and a map 
 
December Christmas Party 
 
December  
 
Hosts = Helwicks 
 
As always, See www.northstarsams.org  “Upcoming Events” for 
more details and a map 
  

 
 

http://www.northstarsams.org/
http://www.northstarsams.org/
http://www.northstarsams.org/


Members Summer Trips: 
 
Jim & Marena Bailey 
 
Jim & Marena spent 3 weeks in August at Marena's old cabin in the Davis Mountains (alt 5700 
feet). In mid September they camped with Jim's son David's family in north central Iowa at 
Backbone state Park (850 miles from Frisco).  The 1st week end in October they plan on going to 
the October Fest in Fredricksburg TX.  In mid October they will be with our Good Sam group in 
Branson. November 1st they plan on being in Progresso Mexico for dental work. The 8th of 
November they plan on attending the two day seminar at the Center for Big Bend Studies in Alpine 
TX  at Sul Ross University (30 miles from Marena's cabin) .  Marena's children and grandchildren 
will have Thanksgiving with us at the cabin. 

  Picture of Marena's old cabin & a picture of the Baloramara Spring in Baloramara, TX.  At 2 acres, 
it is probably the largest swimming pool in Texas & maybe the world.  Picture of me in blue trunks 
getting ready to check out the rolling sand in the mouth of the spring 25 feet below.  Baloramara 
Spring is 55 miles north of Fort Davis 
 

       

 

Del & Greg Duerr 
 
We have been enjoying the area parks this summer: July 4th at Cooper Lake with our oldest son 
Greg & wife Wendy, a short trip to Eisenhower State Park, weekend in Hickory Creek with Jerry & 
Faith Crum, a quick getaway to Pilot Knoll too.  In July we spent a few days in my hometown- 
Victoria, Texas for our first family reunion, 300+ relatives attended! 
 
 

   
Del and her sister and brother                                      Del and her family 

 
 



Pat & Lew Foitek 
 
I'm sorry we haven't been more communicative this summer. (We have been so busy!!!) 
This week has been the International Kite Festival.  We had kite flyers from all over the world here for 
competitions and exhibitions.  It was not as good this year as it usually is because it rained 3 days out of the 6 
days of the festival, but it was still great.  Here are a few pictures: 
  
Besides Kite Festival, there are several other festivals and events here each year (I didn't get pictures of the 
rodeo, The Tall Ships, 4th of July extravaganza, Oysters and Jazz fest, and several others. 
  
Here are some that we attended: 
  
The Sanddsations (sandcastle contest) 
 The Doggie Olympics 
 
Just wanted to send a few pictures that we took when we went to the Washington State Capitol, and of Lew on 
the beach in chair that Darrel and the club gave him last Christmas: 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
 
Sally & Herb Ford 
 
It seems we were gone almost every weekend.  We went to Palo Duro Canyon, Jackson Hole (for 
our son's 30th birthday), Lake Texoma for a week, a wedding, a family reunion, and a high school 
class reunion.  Looking forward to seeing everyone's pictures.  I'll attach a couple of ours; pretty 
self-explanatory - Herb and our sons in Jackson and us and our friends in Palo Duro. 
 

   
 
 
Kathy & Dave Helwick 
 
We finally left the campground in Michigan on June 23. 
  
From Grand Haven, we went south, around the end of Lake Michigan, and back north.   Roads 
around Chicago were unbelievably rough.   Every mile of the outer loop was either under 
construction or in need of repaving.   And for that thrilling, jaw-jarring experience, we paid over 
$20 in tolls!    
  

   
Jelly Belly Factory   Mosiac 

From there, it's been a great journey.  We 
camped one night on the shores of Lake 
Michigan in an Illinois state park and then 
visited the Jelly Belly factory where there were 
many mosaics made from jelly beans hanging 
on the walls.  Did you know that there are 
more than 50 different flavors of jelly beans?!   
 
 
 



 

 
Lake Geneva 

From there, we went on to Lake Geneva WI to visit our Dallas friends, 
who showed us a grand time.  That's a great town, and we understand 
why our friends chose it for their summer home. 
  
 
 
 
 
Since then, we've been rambling through southern Wisconsin.  Glaciers played a big part in forming 
this land, and so it's very hilly.   June had way-above average rainfall, so everything is very 
green.   There's lots of scenes worthy of picture-taking.    
 
In Monroe, we toured a cheese factory.  We walked the streets of New Glarus, a Swiss community.  
We lunched in a city park in Black Earth.   
 

   
House on Rocks Infinity Room 

In Spring Green, we were in a campground on 
the shore of the Wisconsin River, where we had 
hoped to go tubing, but the river was too high 
and too wide for my safety comfort.  We toured 
The House on the Rock, which is indescribable -
- 2-1/2 miles of walking through building after 
building of the many (totally unrelated) 
collections of Alex Jordan; any one of the 
buildings would have been enough to start a 
museum; it was way too much to take in in a single day.  The house itself is known for The Infinity 
Room -- very long, narrow, all-glass room that extends way out over a drop off.  Dave also toured 
Taliesin, home of Frank Lloyd Wright.   
  
The area around Spring Green showed many signs of flooding.   We saw tombstones standing in 
water.   We had to drive through water running over the road to get to our campground, but once 
there, the campground itself was fine. 
  

  
Lake Delton  Circus Train Car 

We've been in Baraboo for nearly a week.   It's 
only 8 miles from the Wisconsin Dells, known as 
the water slide capital of the US.   Lake Delton is 
famous for having lost all its water about a month 
ago when one side of the levee gave way.  
Consequently, many businesses are really hurting.  
The campground we're in now has at least 10 
open RV slots on July 4th weekend.  In the Dells, 
we've taken a boat ride of the Upper Dells (north of 
the dam) and toured the Circus  World Museum.   The Ringling Bros Circus used to winter in 
Baraboo and there's lots of memoriabilia still around.  (Why would anyone WINTER in Wisconsin?!) 
  
From here, we plan to go to Madison and on to 
Milwaukee.  Then north into Door County and 
then farther north into the Michigan Upper 
Peninsula.  We have no timetable in mind.   It's 
the first time in our RVing career that we've 
ever just wandered with no deadline for being 
somewhere, and we're enjoying the freedom     

Downtown Milwaukee  Art Museum  
  
There is so much to see in this country!   And when you don't have to go to work, you can just 
keep going and going!  We are now in Minnesota and heading west.  Since I last wrote, here are 
some of the things we've seen: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Apostle Islands in Lake Superior.  Pristine, forested islands with very few inhabitants.   We took 
a boat ride all around the islands.   Our campground was on the Wisconsin mainland, but right on 
the water's edge; we could look out and see lots of kayakers and tour boats going by.   If only we'd 
had a sewer connection, we could have stayed there several weeks! 
  
Duluth MN is amazing.   The town is built on a hill side leading down to the water.  All the 
highways running through town (and there are several) are elevated... can't imagine how that 
works in the winter time.   I35 starts just north of Duluth.  In the downtown area, there are lots of 
2nd story walkways between buildings.  We took a tour of the harbor and saw ore boats being 
loaded and fueled. 
  
From Duluth, we went northeast along the North Shore of Lake Superior.   Very scenic drive.   
Gooseberry Falls.   Split Rock Lighthouse.    more ore boats. 
  

 
Lake Superior 

We then reluctantly said goodbye to Lake Superior (it's so blue!!) and 
headed north to Ely MN.   That's about as remote as we want to get.   
Did not see another motor home for over 100 miles.   RV camping 
spots were few and far between; spent one night on the parking lot of 
a motel.   When these people talk about camping, they mean tents!   
Ely is the jumping off point for lots of canoeing. 
  
 
Chisholm MN is in the middle of iron country.   We toured Iron World there and in Hibbing, MN, 
we saw Hull Rust Mahoning Mine (open pit).   Also in Hibbing is the Greyhound Bus Museum.  In 
Chisholm, we stumbled onto the Minnesota Good Sam Samboree and attended opening day of their 
festivities, including a couple seminars.   Their Samboree wasn't a whole lot different than a TX 
Samboree, but I do think the average age was a little lower (or maybe I'm just getting older) 
  
We're starting to talk about home.   We've been gone 3 months and we're (especially the dog!) 
experiencing a little cabin fever in the RV.  Sightseeing is great, but we miss meaningful 
conversations with folks.   Campground talks are mostly about the weather and how good the wifi 
connection is.    And these folks in Minnesota really talk funny.   I can't imagine how we must 
sound to them.  Take care, everyone.  (NOTE:  Helwicks arrived home in early September) 
 

 
Jerry Jones & Mary Sue Wells 
 
These are from our trip to Washington DC. 

 

  
Capitol Building at dusk                                    At Vietnam Wall 

 
 
 
 
 



   
Lincoln Memorial                                               Lincoln at night 

 

   
Jefferson Memorial                                            Washington Monument with Cherry Blossoms 

 

   
Jerry and Mary Sue at the Tidal Basin                 Space Shuttle at the Smithsonian 
 
 
Patty & Johnny Lutrick 
 
Patty and I did not have time for much travel, but we did go to Carlsbad Caverns on July 4th.  
Went through the caverns and waited until the bats came out at sundown.  Attached is a picture 
before we entered the cave and Patty with her nephew's daughter. 
 
 

 



   
 
 
Becky & Jim Moller 
 
Mid-June found us on the way, in the midst of the 2008 floods, to a trade show in Indianapolis.  
Our first overnight was at Hot Springs, AR... the destination of our first date a few years ago (its’ a 
long story... probably more exciting to us than anyone 
else).   The scenery had started to change; here is a 
picture out of the back of the RV. We spent the next 
morning acting like tourists in Hot Springs again.   We 
toured one of the famous bath houses... this steam room 
doesn’t look that inviting to me.  This time we drove 
around a little... our first time here we must have walked 
22 miles. 
 
Our next stop was the Memphis-Graceland RV Park.  We 
checked out the sights and music on Beale Street (Beale 
St was “Off Limits” to Navy personnel when Jim was 
stationed there in the late 50’s).  Graceland took a whole 
day and the next day we got back on the road toward our thir
 
We found our way to Indianapolis, and the strangest RV Park 
enough daylight to play tourist a little and experience some o
took up most of my Tuesday while Becky caught up on her re
restaurant Tuesday night. 
 
Wednesday... we were only 155 miles from “The Coupe’s” 
birthplace... how could we miss that?   
 
We were off to Elkhart, IN on the most congested highway 
of the whole trip.  They must make used RV’s in Elkhart 
too.  We met as many older RV’s on that stretch of Hwy. 
31 as we did on the rest of the entire trip.  Becky fulfilled 
a lifelong goal as we visited Kocomo, IN on the way to 
Elkhart.  We caught the afternoon tour at the 
Hurricane/Windsong assembly line and found a close-by 
RV park for the night. 
 
The next morning we stopped at the RV/Motorhome 
Museum in Elkhart and spent a couple hours seeing how 
the “Old-timers” did it.  They have some neat old RV’s on 
display.  We didn’t see any of them with air conditioning 
though. 
 
 
Our next stop was the Air Force Museum in Dayton, OH, 
where I posed in front of a Douglas Skyraider.  I got to 
 
 

d stop at Effingham, IL.   
of our trip, on Monday afternoon with 
f the local cuisine.  The trade show 
ading.  We found a different 
 
 

 
 



start one of these early in my Navy training; it had 18 cylinders and 2,800 horsepower... heady 
stuff for a 17-year-old gearhead.  
 

 
 
We headed south from Dayton toward Sevierville, TN and the Smokey Mountains.  We and about 
two million other tourists drove through Pigeon Forge, TN on the same afternoon... none of us saw 
Dolly.  We spent a couple nights in one of the classier RV Parks in town and did a lot of sightseeing 
in the area.  We walked, it seemed like two miles from the road, to the first log cabin built in the 
Smokies.  Can you imagine waking up to a view like that every morning?   
 

   
 
Heading back home took us through Birmingham, Meridian, MS, Jackson, and to Vicksburg, MS 
where we made a small donation to the local gambling emporium, and saw the only rain of the trip.  
In two weeks, we covered 2700 miles, talked to someone about the rain and flooding almost every 
day, and never had to turn on the windshield wipers.  We had a great trip. 

 
 
Sherry & Tim Moran 
 
In August, Sherry and Tim took their semi-annual pilgrimage to visit Tim’s 96 ½ year old mom in 
SoCal. 
 
On this trip, their youngest son Tommy went to SoCal with them (he later flew home).   
 
They stopped at Carlsbad Caverns, Tombstone, AZ, and Yuma, AZ to show Tommy the sights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Tim & Sherry UNDERGROUND at Carlsbad          The approach to Boot Hill in Tombstone, AZ 
 

   
Sherry at the Boot Hill grave of Jonathon      Tommy in the main cell block at the old  
Barton.  A relative ?                                    Yuma Territorial  Prison 
 

  

 

 

While we were in 
SoCal, the 
convertible tops 
on BOTH of our 
convertibles were 
sliced open while 
the cars were in 
the driveway. 
 
Both cars now 
have new tops 
and the Mustang 
has been traded in 
on a newer car. 

Tim & Sherry, Dusti, Beth (Tim’s mom) and  
daughter Miki and her family  

 
 



  
Jackie & Jim Reid Jackie & Jim Reid 
  
We've had a whirlwind summer. In early June, we camped for about a week in Jim's hometown for 
his high school reunion. We had a great time with his old classmates. I was in Portland, Oregon, 
the last two weeks in June visiting our adorable grandaughter. I've attached a couple of pictures. 
Isn't she cute? She was 9 months old and a lot of fun. Jim stayed home and babysat Sadie and 
Chopper. We spent the month of July enjoying our home (except for a short recess when our a/c 
was on the blink). I do not recommend no a/c in this Dallas heat as it is very bad for the attitude. 
We did manage to get in a short camping trip at Hickory Creek recently.  

We've had a whirlwind summer. In early June, we camped for about a week in Jim's hometown for 
his high school reunion. We had a great time with his old classmates. I was in Portland, Oregon, 
the last two weeks in June visiting our adorable grandaughter. I've attached a couple of pictures. 
Isn't she cute? She was 9 months old and a lot of fun. Jim stayed home and babysat Sadie and 
Chopper. We spent the month of July enjoying our home (except for a short recess when our a/c 
was on the blink). I do not recommend no a/c in this Dallas heat as it is very bad for the attitude. 
We did manage to get in a short camping trip at Hickory Creek recently.  
  

    
 
Thank you SO much for all the trip news and pictures everyone sent in! 
 
You all get “A’s” on your ”What We Did This Summer” essay assignment!!  Now wasn’t that easy?  
 
If I missed anyone’s trip news, PLEASE let me know – it’ll be in next month. 
                                                           
 

 From the Editor: 
                                    

  

 
Sherry Moran 

sjmoran@ticnet.com
 

Please send any news you’d like included in the newsletter to me before 
the last week of the month. 
 
Please see www.northstarsams.org for a complete calendar of Up Coming 
Events, pictures from Past Events, Profiles of our Members, a list of our 
Officers, a display of our governing procedures, Past Newsletters, the 
History of the TNSS, and MUCH more.   
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