TEXAS NORTH STAR SAMS
AREA 17 - 2009

The President’s Corner:

As we leave 2008 and look forward to 2009, what opportunities do we desire? Perfect RV'ing
weather would be a great place to start. Happy times with family and friends are something we
all desire, I'm sure. With 2009 well upon us and a new President leading our nation through
very tumultuous times, we all wonder what the future holds for our country. Will this be the
year that all gets back to normal and we as a nation get our standard of living back to what it
has been? Time will tell. In times like these, | think it's important to let our spouses, children
and grandchildren (and four legged family members) know that they are the most important
things in our lives. | hope that 2009 will make us all proud to be American and proud to be living in the greatest state
in these United States, Texas (otherwise known as “God’s Country”)

Have fun and RV safe.
Darrell

2009 Officers

Elected Appointed
President: Darrell Patterson Newsletter Editor:  Jim Moller
Vice-President: Tim Moran Special Projects: Del Duerr
Secretary: Mary Sue Wells Sunshine: Sally Ford
Treasurer: Becky Moller Chaplain: Tami Patterson
Wagon Master: Jerry Jones Web Master: Tim Moran

From the Secretary:

Texas North Star Samods
Minutesd January 17, 2009
Texas Sundown Ranch, Sanger, TX

President Darrell Patterson called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. Tami Patterson gave the
invocation, followed by the group recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

AttendanceFords, Helwicks, Jones/Wells, LaTurners, Mollers, Pattersons, Reids, Youngs. Donnells attended the
Saturday evening festivities.

Visitors: None



Secretaryd6s Report:

9 The November Secretary’s Report was given by Mary Sue Wells. There were no corrections for the minutes,
and they were approved as previously distributed.

Treasurerds Report:
1 The Treasurer's Report was given by Becky Moller. Current balance: $715.31. It was approved as distributed.
Old Business:

1 Darrell reported on the delivery of the gifts for the Lewisville ISD Community Program for adopting families for
Christmas. The gifts were very much appreciated, and he commended the group for their participation.

New Business:

9 Darrell opened a discussion on the group’s charities for 2009. Becky reviewed 2008’s: American Cancer
Society, American Diabetes Association, and Dogs for the Deaf. The group decided to review these each
quarter, and will likely go ahead with these again this year. It was agreed to send $100 to the American Cancer
Society the first quarter, and Becky will do this.

9 Darrell asked for a volunteer to take over the group’s newsletter. Jim Moller was the volunteer. Jim asked for
input, and that the group send news items/trips/pictures to Tim Moran for the Website. He also reminded
everyone to update their bios on the Website.

9 Steve suggested that we have an item on the agenda at each meeting for members to give brief reports on their
trips. Darrell will include this on future agendas.

9 Darrell reminded members to sign up for hosting. It was reviewed that if only one couple is signed up to host,
the couple will only have to host the Saturday night dinner/activity, not the breakfasts.

9 Jerry will send Darrell an updated campout schedule, and Darrell will forward this to those couples who have not

yet signed up to host, asking them to sign up for a campout on a first come basis, reminding members that

anyone who does not sign up will be assigned to an open week-end.

Members can gather this afternoon at 5 p.m. for a brief class on how to send pictures for the newsletter.

Jerry Jones suggested we raise annual dues to $30, since costs of flowers, cards, postage, etc. have increased

and the group has not had an increase since its inception. Darrell suggested and it was agreed to include this

suggestion in the newsletter for all members to consider and it will be on the agenda at our next meeting.

9 Itwas reviewed that new members’ dues are prorated, and based on current year's dues.
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Wagonmaster6s Report: Reported by Jerry Jones

91 Next camp-outis at Lazy L RV Park in Sherman, Feb. 20-21. It does have a meeting room with a kitchen. He
will send out directions. Members will sign up at the February Meet & Eat, Jerry will turn in the reservations to
the park.

9 He also noted that he had recently gone to Hickory Creek to check on the reservation system and at that time it

was not yet working. Tami reported that she had been able to get on and make their reservations last week for

our March campout. Jerry then reminded members to make their own reservations for the March Hickory Creek
week-end, and to reserve a site in the group area. He will reserve the pavilion. Kathy noted she thought it was
linked to a particular site, Jerry will check on this also. Jerry felt it would be wise to go ahead and reserve at

Hickory Creek for September if members can do it this far in advance. We will not have a meeting room at

Hickory Creek, but will have an outdoor pavilion.

Darrell will double check on who is hosting at Whispering Pines in April.

A change was given for the June Campout - it will be at the Red River Ranch Resort, which is on Int. 35 not very

far north of the Texas/Oklahoma Border.

9 Jackie Reid is working on the Thousand Trails week-end.
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9 Jerry & Mary Sue will go to the site in San Antonio soon to check it out for our October campout. Darrell asked
that members send ideas to him and Jerry for our group activity for that week-end. Sea World and Dinner on the
River Boat were two ideas from members.

9 Jerry will update the campout schedule next week and send out to all members.

Special Projects Report:

9 Darrell reported that Del Duerr has volunteered to chair special projects for 2009.

Sunshine Report:

9 Sally Ford announced upcoming birthdays in January: Allen LaTurner (23), Sherry Young (31¢!), and early
February: Steve Young (6%), Debbie Safholm (7t), and Patty Lutrick (10t). The LaTurners will celebrate their
40t anniversary on February 8%. Herb noted that he and Sally had recently celebrated their 37t anniversary.
Sally read a thank you note from Lew Foitek who is recovering from extensive shoulder surgery.

Darrell reviewed and asked for the group’s input on the current budget for flowers, cookie bouquet, etc. for
hospitalized members. It was discussed and agreed that the current budget of $50 was OK, give or take a few
dollars if needed. He also reviewed that the budget for cards and postage is $50. The group agreed to leave as
is, Sally can request more as needed later in the year.
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Meet & Eat:  To be announced.

Webmaster Report:

9 Darrell reminded members to send Tim Moran info for the website, and again to update their bios. He also noted
that Tim has been bearing the cost of the monthly charge for the website. Darrell will put a request on the
agenda in February for the group to pay this.

Newsletter Report:

9 Darrell thanked Jim Moller for volunteering to do the newsletter. The group again recognized the wonderful work
Sherry Moran has done on this in the past.

Announcements:

9 Darrell announced that he has changed jobs. As of Monday, he will be working as the Operations Manager at

an import company in Grand Prairie.
1 Laura reminded the group that dinner would be at 6:30, followed by Bingo and other games.

1 Tami Patterson moved for adjournment, Jim Reid seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.

Respectfully submitted by Mary Sue Wells

Secretary



Recovering:
Pat reports.(Jan 26, 09)
Hi Jim,

Here is a picture of Lew with his arm in his sling. He is doing much better, but his shoulder
is still very sore. He has to keep his arm in the sling 24/7, except when we are doing the
rehab exercises. He can't drive or lift anything until he goes back to the doctor on Feb. 6th. It

will probably be a couple of months before he can do much.

Pat

Past Meetings:

Texas Sundown Ranch, Sanger“'

Co-Hosts — Tammy and “June” discuss
proper 0 h angaéttiie & demea o r

Darrell is busy “carving” as the line for
food grows longer.

Jim’s “Bingo” skill won him this lovely
underwear... You have to wonder just
what Jackie is thinking in this picture.

TNSS’s “Never Before Defeated”
men’s baseball team was dealt a
ruthless beating by the TNSS women’s
team, raising the question, “Could
steroids and professional coaching
leave it's stigma on RV baseball?”
Only time will tell...

Our thankso the Pattersons and the
LaTurners for hosting a memorable
campoult.

Tidbits & Stuff:

Ever wondeabout the causes our club suppoatsd what they do with our donations? Here is a little information
on... “Dogs for the Deaf”

Mission Statement: Rescuing and professionally training dogs to assist people and enhance their lives, maintainin
a lifelong commitment to all dogs we rescue and all teaes we ser

Dogs for the Deaf has a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt status with the IRS. All gifts are tax deductible according to current
laws. Donations of all sizes are welcome and help provide specially trained dogs for those who need them. NO TAX
DOLLARS support our program. Individuals or groups may sponsor the placement of a specially trained dog for
$5,000. The program's investment per Hearing Dog is approximately $25,000. This includes the selection of the dog,
veterinary care, training, placement, and follow up for the life of the team. ALL DOGS ARE PLACED FREE OF
CHARGE.




Dogs for the Deaf (DFD) was founded in 1977 by the late Roy G. Kabat, a long-time Hollywood and circus animal
trainer who raised animals for motion pictures and television shows including "Dr. Doolittle" and "Born Free." His
daughter, Robin Dickson, is his successor and the CEO/President of Dogs for the Deaf.

Robin Dickson, President/CEO of DFD,
with Demo Dog, Tybo

Hearing Dogare chosen from animal shelters. Many shelters must euthanize dogs if no homes
are found for them. By using shelter dogs, we are able to help alleviate some of the unwanted dog
population by rescuing these dogs. Once trained, they are placed in loving homes where they provide valuable and
even life saving benefits. The dogs are usually mixed breeds up to 36 months of age. The trainers look for dogs that
are friendly, energetic, healthy, and confident. Each dog is individually evaluated by a Dogs for the Deaf trainer.
Those passing the evaluation are brought back to our facility for a thorough medical exam, needed vaccinations, and
treatment to bring them to optimum health. All dogs are micro chipped, spayed or neutered, and then begin the
intensive 4 to 6 months of training.

Who Goes There?

Herb & Sally Ford:

We went to Fredricksburg over the
New Year holiday. We climbed up
Enchanted Rock, a 450 foot climb,
we went to several wineries, and we
went to Johnson City to the LBJ
Museum, then to Pedernales State :
Park. Here are a few pictures ofour ©=
trip. It was really outstanding. We
are looking forward to going back
because we didn't get to see 1/2 of
what is there. We stayed at
Oakwood RV Park which was pretty
good; it's just a place to park, but was ===
clean and efficient.

Sally

Mark Your Calendar:

Februaryl— “Meet, Greet & Eat’ — Logan’s Roadhouse — Lewisville, TX
February 2€21- Lazy L RV - Sherman, TX

March 22 1- Hickory Creek Park — Hickory Creek, TX

April 1718- Whispering Pines — Tyler, TX

For “The Rest of the Story”... See: onorthstarsams.go




