TEXAS NORTH STAR SAMS 

NOVEMBER, 2011 NEWSLETTER
Note from President:

It’s been a beautiful Fall!  Even though we sorely need rain, it has made for wonderful camping.

We had a great time at Winstar RV.  The Foiteks and Amarals did a super job with their Oktoberfest theme.  The decorations were amazing and the food was fabulous!  Some members went to the casino to try their luck; others played our new favorite card game- “42,” while others watched college football.  We welcomed Bill & Linda Cassidy who were visiting our club.

Some of our members spent a week in Hot Springs, AK at Lake Catherine and had a wonderful time!  Fires were allowed so we finally got a chance to sit around the campfire—another of our favorite activities.

We’re all looking forward to our November campout at Whispering Pines.  Don’t forget to bring your blue club shirt for a new group picture.  See you there!

Thinking of you all, 

Your Pres, Sally
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Texas North  Star Sams

Minutes for October 22, 2011

Location:   WinStar, Thackerville OK

Webmaster Note:  These minutes have been edited to remove personal and financial information.

President Sally Ford called the meeting to order at 9:35am. Tami Patterson gave the invocation and the club recited The Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.

Attendees:  Amarals, Foiteks, Fords, Greenspans, LaTurners, Lutricks, Mollers, Pattersons, Debbie Safholm, Stowers, Tanners, Thomases, Youngs.

Visitors:  Bill and Linda Cassidy.   The Morans attended the meeting.

Secretary’s Report:  by Debbie Safholm.   There were no changes to September’s minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report:  by Becky Moller. The current club total is: $xxx.xx.  The last quarter of hosts will make the decision on where our last charitable donation for this year will go. The treasurer’s report was accepted by a verbal vote.

Old Business:  the 3rd quarter charity donation was made to Operation Kindness by the decision of the 3rd quarter hosts. The mini rally attendees had a great time this year in Canton. The pet parade hosted by our club was a great success and there was a good reception to the parade by other rally goers. The first timers’ reception went well with 14 new couples attending. Peggy Tanner won our share of Bingo. The washer winners were Herb Ford, Alan LaTurner, and Robert Thomas. Way to go to all our rally winners. It was noted that Patty Lutrick sold used books at flea market and that she donated the proceeds of $xx to a Military Support Group-something we might want to do next year as a group.

New Business: Three proposals were introduced today.

1). A wagonmaster training program originally suggested by Kathy Helwick. The duties would be split between 2 people, with 1 of them being the lead Wagonmaster and the other “in training”. It will be a 2 year position. A motion to accept this proposal was made by Sherry Moran, seconded by Debbie Safholm and accepted by a verbal count. 

2). The next proposal was concerning Associate members in the group. The question of whether the associate members have to have a rig was brought up in the light that some of our members, for different reasons, are having to give up their rigs. We all agree that we don’t want to lose these friendships. The stipulation for this proposal is that the associate members would have to have been former full members for this to happen. A motion was made to drop the rig standing, but the motion was tabled until the November meeting.

3). The last proposal was: since we do not have a newsletter person, it was proposed that our webmaster, Tim Moran, publish the Minutes and announcement of next campout on our website and have that be our newsletter.  The motion was passed.

New business continued with the new slate of officer for 2012.   President: Sally Ford.   Vice-president: Herb Ford.  Secretary:  Peggy Tanner.  Treasurer: Becky Moller. Wagonmaster:  Jim Moller and Wagonmaster in training: Robert Thomas.  The slate was accepted for elections. Darrell Patterson moved that we accept the new slate as is, and Pat Foitek seconded. The motion carried by a verbal and show of hands vote.   Congratulations to our new slate of officers! 

We discussed our Christmas project for this year and Darrell asked if we would like to take on a family in the Lewisville School District again this year.  Members agreed and Darrell will bring the information to the November Meeting. A motion to accept was made by Jim Moller and seconded by Herb Ford. The motion carried.

Please remember when you send emails out to members of the group to watch your BCC and CC . Please email the BCC and NOT the CC and check for updated addresses. 

Wagonmaster Report: by Laura and Alan LaTurner     The next campout is at Whispering Pines RV Park, just northwest of Tyler on Nov. 18 + 19th.  Laura informed us that the park has been resold again. We are all hoping the new owners will bring it back to its old glory.  But if not, we as a group need to make a decision if we want to continue to go there.    By a show of hands, we should have 14 rigs attending.

The Christmas party is being hosted by the Greenspans and the Helwicks on Dec. 4th.

Patty Lutrick told us that there is a Plano Good Sam’s group that only has 4 rigs, They wanted to know if they could camp with us sometimes to help and meet the 10 rig discount at some parks. The wagonmasters stated they will explore this possibility with the Plano Group. 

Webmaster Report:       by Tim Moran   Tim has extra business cards for TNSS for anyone who needs them.    He also said that he can put member’s trips on the website, so if you would like to send them to him, they will be shared through the website.      

Sunshine Report:  by Patty Lutrick . Our quests, Bill and Linda Cassidy are celebrating their anniversary today, 10/22. Faith Crum had her birthday on Oct. 6th and the Helwicks anniversary is Nov. 3rd.

Meet and Eat:  Nov. 2nd at Fuddrucker’s in Grapevine.  The signup sheet for Whispering Pines will be passed around tonight at dinner. The hosts for Whispering Pines are the Stowers and the Mollers.  It was discussed that since our group is growing that we split into smaller groups at the restaurants for meet and eats, so as not to overwhelm the restaurant and maybe to carry on conversations that more can partake in. Please let Sally know how you feel about this idea.     

Announcements:   Your yearly memberships are due. Please make out a check for $xx for full membership, and $xx for associate memberships. Becky will accept these today. Also please make sure that Tim has all our Good Sam Member numbers with your expiration date. The secretary needs to send all that information to state by November.  Tim would like to get a new update group picture so members were asked to wear their club shirts to the November campout. 

Darrell says they are 2 open slots for the unofficial Arkansas Trip Oct. 29th through Nov. 5th if anyone would like them. 

Tami Patterson moved that we adjourn and Dave Greenspan second. The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am.

