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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”

JANUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I want to welcome you to the 2018 campout year. We are looking forward to many funfilled and exciting times.

Texas North Star Sams
Minutes of November 18, 2017

Location: TexanRV,
Athens, TX

The meeting was called to order by President Laura LaTurner at 9:27 AM. Robert Thomas gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendance: Bird, Brede, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, Patterson, Thomas, guest Swenson
Secretary’s Report: Ken Bird made a motion to accept the October minutes as presented. Patty Lutrick seconded it and the motion was
carried.
Old Business:
Darrell Paterson handed out lists for the Christmas baskets that will be donated to Hedrick Middle School. Please buy the items listed
and put them in a laundry basket. Bring the baskets to the Christmas party and Darrell will collect them and take them to the
school.
Robert Thomas gave a report about Wreaths Across America. On Friday, December 15, plan to arrive at 9:00 to put out the boxes of
wreaths. We will be working in sections 12 and 13 again. On Saturday, December 16, arrive at 8:30 to avoid the traffic. The goal
for this year is 30,000 wreaths to be placed on the graves. Laura handed out the Wreaths Across America pins that were purchased
by the chapter. Other merchandise can be purchased from the following website- www.waastore.com
New Business:
Former officers were recognized- Patty Lutrick- secretary, Johnny Lutrick- wagonmaster, Herb Ford- vice president, and Tim Morantreasurer.
New officers were installed.

Elected officers- Laura LaTurner- president, Sherry Moran- vice president, Kathy Brede- secretary, Tim Moran- treasurer, Jim Bredewagonmaster
Appointed officers- Patty Chandler- chaplain, JoAnn Bird- sunshine, Ken Bird- Facebook, Jim Chandler- newsletter
Wagon master report- Our next campout is at Lazy L RV Park in Sherman. Let Jim Brede know if you are coming- spots have already
been reserved. We didn’t have enough rigs at this campout to get the free meeting room. Johnny will talk to the office about paying for a campsite so that the meeting room will be free.
Sherry Moran was asked to chair a committee to come up with a list charities for the club. She will report at the February campout and
the club will decide which charities to support.
Tammy Patterson suggested that we assign hosts for the campouts in 2018. It was decided that we will draw for campout dates after
dinner on Saturday.
Kathy Brede moved that we buy a card shuffler for the club. JoAnn Bird seconded the motion. Tim will buy it.
Sunshine Report- Anniversaries: Helwicks- 11/3, Kellers- 12/21, Fords- 1/3, LaTurners- 2/8,
Birthdays- Charles Hewitt- 11/23, Linda Cassidy- 11/26, Dave Helwick- 11/26/ Kathy Helwick- 11/28, Theresa Hewitt- 12/13, Jim Brede12/23, Ken Bird- 1/5, Allen LaTurner- 1/23, Patty Chandler- 2/8, Patty Lutrick- 2/10
Calendar: December 3, 2017- Christmas Party at Café del Rio- 401 S. Central Expressway, Allen
December 15- put out boxes for Wreaths Across America at DFW National Cemetery
December 16- Wreaths Across America at DFW Cemetery National Cemetery
Adjournment: Robert Thomas made the motion to adjourn. JoAnn Bird seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 10:12
AM.
Submitted by Kathy Brede, secretary
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Future Campouts 2018

February 16-17

Lazy L

Tanner and Keller

Sherman, Texas
March 16-17

Tyler Oaks

Pattersons

Tyler, Texas
April 27-28

Choctaw RV Park
Durant, Oklahoma

LaTurner and Thomas

Our February Campout
Hosts

Campout Agenda
Marti Gras

Thursday

6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag in Clubhouse

Friday

5:00 p.m.*

Go to Huck’s

Saturday

9:30 a.m.

Chapter Meeting

6:30 p.m.

Dinner– Chili

Sunday

Travel Home Safely!!!

Ken’s Korner
I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless information.

Tip for “do it yourself holding tank odor control”.
1. Pour 48 oz. of pine scented Pinesol into a gallon jug
2. Add 1/2 cup Calgon Bath Beads
3. Fill with water and shake
4. Add 8 oz. to the black tank and 4 oz. to the gray tank after every 3 or 4 dumps or as
needed.

Tip for Hard to Reach RV Dump Valve
On some RVs you may have a dump valve in a hard to reach position or one that might require you to crawl under the RV or coach.
Here’s a simple idea for an extender pole using ¾ or 1 inch PVC pipe to prevent skinned knees. Use a small saw to notch the pipe
as shown below.

Dual purpose:
Add a mark on the pipe where you slide out extends too. Now you can use it when arriving at the campground to see if it is
safe to open the slide without hitting anything.

Spring RV Checks Not To Skip
Here are several important checks before you take your first spring trip.
RV Batteries:

Batteries can lose up to 10% discharge per month when in storage, where they normally aren’t checked

regularly. If your RV has been plugged in during storage they should be ready to go. If not, the first step is to fully charge your batteries.
Water should only be added to lead acid batteries only after fully charging the battery(s). Check to see that all terminals are tight

.

RV Water System: System needs to be de-winterized, checked for leaks and sanitized. If RV antifreeze was used you
need to run fresh water through all lines until all traces of the pink antifreeze are removed. Hopefully no antifreeze was added to the fresh
water holding tank. If it was, add fresh water to the tank and run water thru the lines. After the antifreeze has been flushed, take the hot
water heater out of the by-pass mode (if applicable). If the hot water heater wasn’t bypassed flush or drain the hot water heater. Replace
any water filters if removed for winterizing

.

Plumbing – Great time to check for leaks. With water in the fresh water holding tank turn on the 12 volt water
pump and pressurize the system until the pump shuts off. If the pump cycles on and off, even for a short time, there is a leak somewhere.
Locate and repair the leak to take it to a RV service facility to be repaired.

Water Pump – before your first spring trip sanitizing the fresh water holding tank is a good idea. Add a
quarter cup of household bleach for every 15 gallons of water your tank holds. Mix the bleach in a one gallon container and pour it into the
tank. Turn on the pump and run water thru all hot and cold faucets (including any outside sprayer) until you smell the bleach. Now shut off
the pump, close all faucets and let sit for twelve hours. Drain all water from the holding tank and refill with fresh water. It may be necessary to repeat the process to eliminate all signs of bleach.

Appliances:

If you can connect to an adequate electrical source (30 or 50 amp) power on all electrical

appliances and test for operation (water heater, microwave, refrigerator, etc). Be sure your hot water heater is full of water before testing.

LP Gas System:

If you have LP gas in your tank(s) open gas tank valve and check the operation of all LP gas fired ap-

pliances (hot water heater, furnace, refrigerator, etc). Be sure your hot water heater is full of water before testing. If any LP appliance is
not working properly look for insects that may have built nest that affect operation. A LP leak and pressure test should be performed annually by an authorized repair facility.

Tires:

RV tires can lose 2-3 psi a month.

Check the pressure in all tires with a quality tire inflation gauge and adjust

to the manufacturer’s recommendation based on load. Don’t forget the spare on the RV (and tow vehicle).

Power Train and Generator (if applicable):

Check all fluid levels.

Inspect the gen-

erator exhaust system for any damage prior to starting. If the generator wasn’t run during storage start and run it for about two hours with at
least a half-rated load. If you failed to use a fuel stabilizer and it won’t start or surges after started have it checked by an authorized repair
facility

Seams and Sealants:

Now is a good time to check, especially if your RV was stored out-

side. Inspect all roof and body seams for signs of cracking or damage. Reseal as needed. It’s important to refer to your owner’s manual
for sealants compatible with different types of seams and sealants. Be extremely careful while working on the RV roof. That ground is not
soft below!

Safety Stuff:

Re-install any dry cell batteries or fuses removed during storage. If batteries were not removed from safety de-

vices replace them with new batteries. Test the carbon monoxide detector, smoke alarm(s), and LP gas leak detectors. Inspect all fire extinguishers to make sure they are fully charged. If you have dry powder fire extinguishers, shake and tap them on the bottom to release any
settled powder.
You can add to this list to tailor it to your own specific needs to prep for spring travel.

From The Wagon Master

Our next campout will be at the Lazy L RV Park in Sherman, Texas…..February 16-17,
2018.
Also, want to remind you to call Tyler Oaks RV Park (430-235-2030) in Tyler in order
to make reservations for the March campout ( see chapter website for details)
By the way, start planning now for the Spring Trip in April ( details on the chapter web
site).

