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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.”

NOVEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thanks to everyone that was able to join us at the October campout at Bedrock RV
Park. Fifteen rigs present was our largest turnout yet I believe. I think we all had
fun checking out downtown Grand Saline, including The Feed Hut’s great food, the
Salt Palace, and some that got to see a sneak preview of the new Deer Cove RV
Resort park on the east side of town.

The year is fast growing to a close (and hopefully without a freeze before our last
campout). I hope everyone has signed up to be with us at Lake Athens Marina and
RV park in a couple of weeks. Be sure you have called to reserve a spot (903-6757275). On December 8th we will have our Christmas Lunch again at Café del Rio in
Allen from 2:00 – 4:00 PM. Check our Facebook or TNSS webpage for directions, if
needed.
And finally, we hope everyone will be able to come out to support Wreaths Across
America at the Dallas National Cemetery. On Friday, Dec. 13th at 9:00AM we will
help distribute the wreaths to all the sections of the park. Then on Saturday the ceremony is held at 11:00 AM followed by the laying of the wreaths at 12:00 Noon. Parking is tight so we recommend that you be there by 9:00 AM Saturday in order to park
near Sections 12 & 13 that we support.
It’s been a fun year being your President for the first time. I’ve found that there is a
lot involved in the job, which I’ve enjoyed. I’m looking for another fun year as we continue to strive to build our great chapter.
Merry Christmas to you and your families!!

“Have a blessed

Thanksgiving”

Texas North Star Sams
Texas North Star Sams
Minutes of October 19, 2019
Bedrock RV, Grand Saline, Texas
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Bird at 9:30AM.
Invocation and Pledge: Patty Chandler led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
Attendance: Brede, Bird, Chandler, Ford, Hewitt, Kellner, LaTurner, Lutrick, Moller, Moran, Thomas
Associate members-Crum, Helwick
Guests- Gibson, Syvrud
Secretary’s Report: Patty Chandler made a motion to approve the minutes. Sherry Moran seconded the motion and the minutes were approved.
New BusinessWreaths Across America- Robert Thomas gave the following report.
December 13, 2019- tentative date for setting out the boxes
December 14, 2019- Ceremony (11:00AM) and placement of wreaths
January 18, 2020- tentative date for removal of wreaths
Wreath donations
Club will donate
Individual donations- Text to Donate- Text WREATH1 to 20222 to donate to DFW Wreaths
Across America. A one-time charge of $15 will be added to your mobile phone bill. A tax
receipt may be obtained by text message by visiting http://www.mobilegiving.org/taxreceipt/
There was a discussion of ways to improve the Canton Mini Rally for next year. The suggestions
made were- more boards are needed for washers and beanbags and games need to be
scheduled later in the week.
The location of the Christmas party was discussed. The party will be on Sunday, December 8 at
Del Rio in Allen.
Officers for 2020- President- Ken Bird, Vice President- Sherry Moran, Secretary- Kathy Brede,
Wagonmaster- Jim Chandler
Jim Moller made a motion to accept the slate of officers. Theresa Hewitt seconded the motion. The motion was passed.
Volunteers positions- Webmaster- Tim Moran, Chaplain- Patty Chandler, Sunshine Committee- Laura LaTurner, Facebook- Ken Bird, Newsletter- Jim Chandler
Membership attendance at campouts is important.
TNSS bylaws were accepted and adopted on 2/18/17. Section 1.A.2 states that members
must attend in their rigs a minimum of three scheduled campouts per club calendar year.
Most campgrounds require 10 rigs for free use of their meeting room. More campgrounds are
requiring 30 paid nights for the free meeting room. Not all members arrive by Thursday. If
the minimum requirements are not met, the club may owe money for a campout.

Ken Bird and Jim Brede have contacted Metro Tex Sams Club about the possibility of joining
them for campouts in 2019 to ensure that we meet the rig or paid night requirement.
Treasurer’s Report:
Tim Moran reported
Wagon Master Report
We had 15 rigs for Bedrock RV.
The campout for November 14-17 will be at Lake Athens Marina and RV Park. The hosts are the
Chandlers and the Bredes. Call the park to make reservations (903-675-7275) and remember to tell them you are a member of Texas North Star Sams. Please email Jim Brede at brede11@verizon.net to let him know you will be coming.
Sunshine Report
Birthdays- 10/6- Faith Crum, 10/14- Chris Kellner
Anniversaries- 11/2- Helwicks
Adjournment- Theresa Hewitt made a motion to adjourn. Sherry Moran seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned by President Ken Bird at 10:25 AM.

2019 Chapter Officers
Whom we blindly follow!
President

Ken Bird

Vice President

Sherry Moran

Secretary

Kathy Brede

Treasurer

Tim Moran

Wagon Master

Jim Brede

Future Campouts 2019

November 14-17

Lake Athens

Brede and Chandler

BIRTHDAYS
November 23 - Charles Hewitt
November 26 - Dave Helwick
November 28 - Kathy Helwick

ANNIVERSARIES
November 3 Kathy and Dave Helwick

Our November Campout
Hosts

Patty and Jim
Kathy and Jim

Campout Agenda
November 15-18

Thursday

6:00 out to eat

Friday

6:00 pm Dinner

Brown Bag

Saturday

9:30 am

Chapter Meeting

6:00 pm

“Thanksgiving Feast “

Sunday

Travel Home Safely!!!

Ken’s Korner
I’d like to welcome you to the home of tips for your RVs as well as totally useless information.
10 Newbie RV Mistakes
I know that most of us are seasoned RVers, but there are some common mistakes that should
be avoided if possible. Avoiding these ten common mistakes can save you a lot of headaches, hassle, and money!
Driving Off While Water/electric lines are Connected: As crazy as it sounds, it happens. You should always do a walk around before departing your site. Make sure all
hookups are disconnected, windows and vents are closed, awning is fully retracted,
stairs are up, antenna is down, and you have your co-pilot with you!
Not Knowing your Size: It’s really important you know the size of your rig. Knowing the
height keeps you from attempting bridges, awnings or parking garages that are too low
or narrow. You also need to know your length to know what size site you fit into.
Not Using a Checklist: Checklist are exceedingly important. Keep a list handy of everything you need in order to pack up and be safe on your trip. And don’t forget your cell
phone chargers!
Overpacking: Weight is important in RV’s. The more stuff you cram inside your rig the
more cluttered it will feel and have a great negative impact on your gas mileage.
Leaving The Awning Out: Never leave your awning out when you leave your RV. You
never know when a popup storm with strong gusts of wind can popup and rip your awning right off!
Crushing Your Chocks: Always check to see that you’ve remembered to remove all the
chocks before rolling away. Failure to do so will result in crushed chocks, and possibly
damage to your tires.
Failing to Plan Ahead: There are many things you should plan for when RVing. Call
ahead to make your reservations. Check Google or other map apps to be familiar with
the route to your next destination (we all know that our GPS devices sometimes are
wrong). Check for grocery store locations so you can stop to purchase needed supplies enroute. Check for gas station locations enroute to plan your refill spots.

Leaving The Ceiling Vent Open: If your ceiling vent doesn’t have a rain sensor, always remember to close it when you leave your RV.
Leaving The Black Tank Open: Always keep the black tank closed. Keeping it opens allows
solids to build up in the tank, creating a “poop” pyramid. Use plenty of water when flushing.
Not Documenting Your Travels: RVing is a lot of fun (most of the time!). Keeping track of
your travels help you look back on or pass along information to other RVers. You can also
keep track of parks or places that you particularly enjoyed so you can remember to revisit
again some day.

From The Wagon Master

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup
November 2019
November 14 - 17
Chandler & Brede

Lake Athens Marina & RV Park

Athens, TX Hosts:

For the November campout, you must call the campground directly (903-6757275) to make your reservations. As of this writing, we have 12 rigs that have
confirmed reservations. Two others are probable pending travel and appointment plans. That would give us a total of 14.

On a personal note:
Thank you for all your support these past two years I have been Wagonmaster.
I appreciate your kind and encouraging words and also your sense of adventure. It’s been fun trying out some new RV parks and exploring new areas. Lots
of lasting memories were made on some of our longer excursions: the Bluebonnet Festival at Big Chief RV Resort in Burnett, TX in 2018 and the Arkansas
State Fiddle Championship at Ozark RV Park in Mountain View, AR in 2019.
We are never too old to try new things.

