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“We RV not to escape life, but for life not to escape us.” 

MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I’m sure you all are like me, wishing that we could all be to-

gether sitting around our rigs chatting, singing, or just eating 

some of my chocolate chip cookies.   I’ve not had a haircut 

since mid-January and am “trying” to grow a beard, so I’m looking more 

like Paul Bunyan these days. 

I know everyone wants to get back to ‘normal’ but I’m of the opinion that 

this rush to reopen Texas could bite us worse than it already has.   Be-

cause of this we are postponing our visit to Moller’s Lakehouse in Bowie 



 

 

 

for the June campout and we’re moving it to September 11-12th.   By this 

time hopefully it will be safe to be together in groups again.  This particu-

lar weekend is when Bowie’s Trade Days is held, which many love to 

visit.    

By September 1
st everyone planning to attend the Sept. campout in 

Bowie must call Camper’s Paradise Park (which is now called Camper’s 

Friend RV Park) at 940-872-2429 to make your own RV reservations. 

For those of you that Zoom, I’d love to arrange a date and time that we 

can all get online for a video chat so we can all see what we look like 

with long hair!  (except for Allen who is lucky to have an in-house bar-

ber!).   Until then, stay safe and well until we can gather round the RVs 

and enjoy the great outdoors again!! 



 

 

Texas North Star Sams    

 

 

 

 

No campout or meeting 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Campouts 2020 

 

 

 

   

   

Sept 11-12 Bowie Mollers 

   

2020 Chapter Officers 

President Ken Bird 

Vice President Sherry Moran 

Secretary Kathy Brede 

Treasurer Tim Moran 

Wagon Master Jim Chandler 

                     Whom we blindly follow! 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

 

May 1 - Becky Moller 

May 17 - Stanley Tanner 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

  

May 26 - Patty and Johnny Lutrick 

 

 

 May 23 - Judy Kellner 



Our Sept Campout 

Hosts 

Thursday 6:00  Out to Eat 

Friday 6:00 pm Dinner Pizza 

Saturday 9:30 am 

6:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Meeting 

?????? 

 

 

 

Sunday  Travel Home Safely!!! 

Campout Agenda 

Sept 11-12 

 

Becky and Jim 



 From The Wagon Master 

 

TNSS Wagonmaster Roundup 

 

 

Sept 11-12      Camper’s Paradise RV Park      Bowie, TX      Hosts: Moller 

Please call the RV Park directly at 940-872-2429 to reserve a spot. Let them know you are 

with Texas North Star Sams. [Don’t procrastinate. Do it now!] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STAY AT HOME 

FROM THE MEMBERS 

 
Sherry and Tim 

 

Well, probably the best (or maybe the worst) place to start is with the bad news.  

 

Late in April, our kitty of 13 years, Dusti, crossed over the Rainbow Bridge. 

One morning Sherry hadn’t seen her and went looking for her.  Sherry found her curled up in a back 
corner of the BR closet.  We took Dusti to the Vet and she got a couple of shots.  When the shots 
had no effect, we all agreed that she would not recover.  It is indeed a sad time for all of us. 

 

Some good/bad news is that while our grandtwins, Courtlyn and Kelley Ranly, will graduate from 
Texas A&M in early May, the Graduation Ceremony for family and friends has been cancelled.  Such 
a shame for those “kids” who have worked so hard to get there. 

 

 

The bright side is that BOTH of them have been accepted into the A&M Graduate School program.  
Courtlyn is going for a Master of Science in Business and Kelley is pursuing a Masters in AgriBusi-
ness. 

We have managed to support our local restaurants by getting takey-outey once a week or so.  

 

Early in April, our Highland Village son, Marc, introduced us to Walmart On-Line shopping and con-
tact-less grocery pick-up.  It is GREAT!  I’m sure that we will continue to shop this way even after 
this mess is all over with. 



 

 

Tim had a BD in late April.  He turned EIGHTY, so he continues to be the oldest one in the club.  We 
had a family Pizza Party at son Marc’s. 

 

 

 

Son Tommy reports in from Puerto Rico that they are TOTALLY locked down there.  In fact, Anyone 
on the street after 7 PM is subject to a $1,000 ticket. 

 

Sherry has passed the time re-reading the 20-volume Deborah Knott mystery 

series by Margaret Maron and working on several quilting Blocks of the Month. 

 

Like most of you, Tim has an arms-long list of things to do “someday”.  Someday is here and he just 
can’t work up the motivation to do any of them.  Do any of you feel that way? 

 

Up to this point in time, we had 4 RV trips scheduled.  All of those events have either been cancelled 
or moved WAY out. 

 

Since we are both in the “Vulnerable” category, we will continue to stay in and stay safe until this C-
19 completely blows over. 

 

We hope that EACH one of you are staying Healthy and Happy. 

 



Herb and Sally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sally and I had a wonderful time in Florida.  Since we’ve returned we’ve been catching up on home 

maintenance and trying to stay socially distanced.  I know Patti would be glad to hear I’m staying 

away from people (LOL) but I think Sally and I have done well.  We had planned three camping trips 

(two in the area and one to Burns Run, but all those got cancelled.  Now we’re getting ready for our 

trip to Wyoming starting May 22 thru October 15.  We’re really looking forward to it.  Hopefully when 

we return things will start to get better.  We sure hope and pray things get back to normal.  Best to 

everyone and PLEASE stay safe! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy and Gordon McNorton 

 

Gordon And I have whittled down our to-do lists!  This is very satisfying, Right now, we are redesign-

ing our front landscape.  Gordon is putting in new light fixtures and I'm planning what the beds will 

look like.  I think these bushes are as old as the house, 1985.  These efforts have taken a lot of fun 

planning.  I've done so much research on what plants we want to use.  Gordon has worked out the 

lightening and will start Thursday/Friday. I have a vision of a "woodland" look with Hostas and Ferns, 

etc.  Our front yard is in the shade of two LARGE live oaks trees, so this is pretty much a shade gar-

den. Also, I want a weeping Japanese red maple of a pretty good size already. I'm going to the nurs-

ery tomorrow with Diego, who is doing the hardest work.  (removing and replacing).  for sure.   Up-

date, everything is now on the front curb for tomorrow's pick up.  Diego is bringing the compost and 

fresh dirt to turn over and refresh tWe are also looking to make a trailer trip, just the 2 of us.  Anyone 

have a suggestion? Not to far and be able to cook on the grill and sit by the water to relax? he beds. 

I'll be choosing the "new look".  We're excited! 

See you all soon,  

Sandy & Gordon  



Jim and Patty 

 

The sun is shining, the birds are singing, the wind’s not blowing and the fish are biting.  Life is good! 

We’ve been hunkered down these past weeks, not even being able to be with the kids or our grand-

daughter.  That’s the most difficult part of this COVID situation.  Thank goodness for facetime and 

ZOOM! We know that many of you are going through withdrawal not being able to be in your rigs, 

but that’s one situation we don’t find ourselves in. (Yes, I realize I just ended a sentence in a prepo-

sition.) We just celebrated out first year anniversary of full timing and are as happy about it now as 

we were this time last year.  Here’s to many more years. 

 

Sure miss everyone! Even though we are in the rig, it’s the people that make camping so special.  

Hopefully we’ll soon be all together again visiting, playing games, sharing food, making music and 

laughing at the dumb things each of us does.  I have no one but Jim to antagonize and, after 49 

years, that’s losing it’s charm!  I need others as fodder. Oh, and another thing….I Need A Haircut! I 

cut Jim’s hair and he has volunteered to cut mine.  Not Happening! 

 

Y’all all stay safe and happy.  Know that each of you is remembered in our hearts and being to-

gether again is only wrinkle in time away. Make music and stay in tune...we’ll harmonize soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dave and Kathy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave is the designated Helwick driver … mostly because he can’t stand to be in the house for more 
than a week.   But, he is getting lots of honey-dos done in the house, in the back yard, and In the 
RV.  He runs our errands (groceries) and he reads a lot.  He’s looking forward to the day that he can 
resume his volunteer work at the food bank and at DFW and CAMPING!! 

 Kathy  is crocheting a baby blanket (Don’t  read anything into that … I found some pastel yarn 
tucked away in a closet and decided to put it to good use.)  Her other project is going through lots 
and lots of pictures dated all the way back to 1935.   I got motivated to do that when I realized that 
I’m the only live person who would know who all those folks are.    I haven’t been in the car since 
this entire mess began.  I’ve canceled all the camping reservations I’ve made for the summer.   But, 
mostly I’m ignoring the whole situation by sleeping at least 9 hours a day. 

 Together, we work jigsaw puzzles (current count is 9) and take walks in the evening.   There are 
lots of folks out and about then.   We all wave to each other and keep moving. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

Jim and Kathy 

 

 

 

 

The Bredes are fine- staying home as much as possible and trying to keep busy.  Jim has been 

working outside, cutting bushes and working in the flower garden and inside, cleaning his office.  Re-

cently he has been visiting our RV to clean and polish it. We want to be ready when the time comes. 

Kathy has been working on a quilt (slowly), cleaning cupboards and drawers, and volunteering at the 

CCA drive thru pantry 2 days a week.  We have both been reading a lot.  We watch church online 

and have our Bible study group once a week on Zoom.  Our grandkids are calling more- either they 

are bored or want help with their school work.  We miss you all and we are looking forward to a time 

when we can get together. 



Laura and Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone, 

We have certainly missed the group and our spring campouts.  I don’t know exactly when we went 
from being a Senior Citizen to “elderly”, but the designation has it’s advantages.  I can shop early at 
the grocery stores without the crowds or lines.  I must say that cooking three meals a day has be-
come old, but we tried the Moran’s favorite of chili with spaghetti.  It was very good and a nice 
change.  Our only take-out has been from Sonic or Chick-fil-a.  

  

Allen stays home and spends his days at the computer rewriting dulcimer music so we can read it.  
We are practicing on the dulcimer a few hours each day, watching TV or napping.  Technology has 
been a great help during these times.  Church services are on You Tube while Zoom has enabled us 
to visit with Allen’s family and complete my BSF Bible study course.  As you can tell, nothing exciting 
is happening here.  

  

Well, everyone stay healthy and we hope to see you soon. 

Laura and Allen 



Becky and Jim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well....there is really not much to tell about our confinement.   We would like to be able to say we 

have accomplished great things like deck built, garage cleaned, yard landscaped, quilt made, weight 

lost, etc. None of that has happened. Our major accomplishment has been complete bonding and 

spoiling of Buddy.  He thinks the world absolutely centers around him. We are in Bowie and both 

have adapted well to isolation.  Keeping up with family has been easy with technology. Netflix  and 

naps just can’t replace our camping friends and events. We look forward to being back together 

soon. 



Patty and Johnny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many of you know, we bought a new RV March 3.  It’s a 40’ Big Country 5th wheel.   

We were able to go to WinStar for a couple of days to practice setting it up.  Our son was working in 

Waco over Spring Break so we camped there for the week.  By the end of that week the Covid 19 

virus was beginning so we left Waco and headed to our daughter-in-law’s parent’s 900 acre farm in 

Streetman for 2 weeks.  We had a wonderful time visiting with them, taking rides on the 4-wheeler, 

walking in the woods, and enjoying the new RV.  Johnny had more small tumors break out on the 

back of his leg so we had to come back home to see doctors.  After getting ointment to rub into the 

places and wrapping his calf in press-in-seal twice a day, he healed up quickly.  The doctor is still 

confident that these tumors are benign.  Johnny got some strange looks while walking around with 

the press-in-seal on his leg.  Since then we have pretty much been on house arrest.  We’ve used 

this time to work on the yard and get my flowers planted.  Johnny made a raised bed and planted 

some cherry tomatoes, peppers, squash, and okra.  We’ll see how that goes.  Three of our grand-

kids have had birthdays during this time so we’ve managed to have lots of FaceTime and drop off 

gifts while maintaining our 6 foot distance.  We love all of you and are so ready to get out of this 

house and do some camping.  Hope to see you soon. 



Ken and JoAnne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howdy from the Bird’s 

Well, it sure has been an interesting two months, if not longer.   We’re both missing all of you at the 

campouts that we’ve had to cancel or that have been cancelled by Good Sam.  But at least we’re all 

safe and healthy, and that’s what counts! 

Ken has kept busy with his rose bushes out front and his garden in the back yard.  We’ve got sev-

eral kinds of tomatoes about to blossom, onions, green beans climbing up the trellis lines, spinach, 

beats, yellow squash, zucchini, cantaloupe, and cucumbers.  Ken bought some romaine lettuce for 

the first time and we’ve been enjoying it fresh from the garden already.  Blue bonnets were planted 

around our tornado shelter in the fall, but only a few have shown their colors.   I think I need to mix in 

some better dirt and retry it again later this year. 

JoAnne has been busy reading and getting a good 7-8-mile ride on her exercise bike.  She’s been in 

her ‘Woman’ cave working on some quilts and made us some pretty good-looking Corona virus 

masks from a pattern she found online.   She had to leave her cave for about a week after we appar-

ently had something die inside the back wall.  Boy, did that really stink up that room!  But it’s all back 

to normal now.   We finally were able to get a jigsaw puzzle delivered by Amazon, which she already 

finished.   While Ken was riding his bike around the neighborhood some neighbors down the street 

offered to give us four more 1000-piece puzzles, so that’s taking up our dining room these days.    

Rhodie isn’t sure what’s going on since we haven’t been going to exercise class twice a week, or 

anywhere else except to pick up our grocery orders.  He’s actually learned to sleep in until 8 o’clock 

now.  We hope everything will be back to a ‘new’ normal soon and we’ll be able to have our first 

campout at the Moller’s Lakehouse in September.  Until then stay safe and healthy until we can 

meet again!! 



Marte and Ed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have we been “staying at home”?  It seems like forever doesn’t it?  Not fun but the simple 

truth is that the more you reduce your exposure the less the opportunity for the virus to spread.  

Ed and I are doing fine.  Pipin thinks it’s great we’re around all day, every day.  We’ve had the op-

portunity to try out the burgeoning field of telemedicine.  Ed’s back started acting up and my knee 

disagreed with the idea of resuming jogging.  But we are both much better and on the mend.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masks, masks and more masks.  I’ve been making masks for family and friends and homeless shel-

ters.  Great way to use up your stash!  Puzzles, lots of reading, yard work and general repair seem 

to fill our time.  I though it would be a good time to clean closets and drawers but we just don’t seem 

to have time for that.   

The RV just got washed and minor repairs made and it’s  filled with gas.  Hope we get to use it this 
year.  We miss seeing you all. 

stay safe,  

6’ & 20 sec  

Marte & Ed  


